SPECTATOR GUIDE

JUNE 17-20
ASHEVILLE, NC

What is a Paso Fino?
The Paso Fino horse is treasured for the its sweet, people-oriented
disposition, intelligent and trainable mind, sturdy conformation,
incredible versatility; and a naturally smooth gait.

Originating from Andalusians, Spanish Barbs from North Africa,
and smooth-gaited Spanish Jennets (now extinct) brought to the
“New World” by Spanish Conquistadors, Paos Fino horses were
bred for their stamina, smooth gait, and beauty. Centuries of
selective breeding by those who colonized the Caribbean and
Latin America produced variations of the “Caballo de Criollo,”
among them the Paso Fino that flourished initially in Puerto Rico
and Colombia, and later, in many other Latin American countries
(primarily Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Aruba, and Venezuela).

The Paso Fino's lateral, four-beat gait leaves three feet on the
ground at all times. The footfall is evenly placed: right rear, right
fore, left rear, left fore. There's scant up-and-down movement of
either the horse's shoulders or croup to impact the rider. It's a
rhythmic, evenly cadenced gait, and any movement is absorbed by
the horse's back and loins.

The Paso Fino's smooth gait comes in three distinct speeds: The
Classic Fino is slow-moving and collected, with a rapid foot-fall,
like dancing in place; the Fino is primarily a show-ring gait, not
used on the trail; and the Paso Corto is an effortless, medium speed gait, most commonly used on the trail - comparable in
speed to a trot, the athletic Paso Fino can travel at the Corto
for hours; the Paso Largo is the fastest, least collected gait, but
should always maintain balance and smooth action.

The Piedmont region warmly welcomes you to the
37th Annual Piedmont Classic - Asheville Alive.

JUNE 17-21, 2021
JUNE 20-21

JUNE 22-23

TWO JUDGES

TWO JUDGES

SEPARATE DECISIONS

SEPARATE DECISIONS

PLEASURE DIVISION
Any class that has “Pleasure” in the name is part of the
Pleasure Division. In this division exhibitors are expected to
show their horse in the Walk, Paso Corto, and Paso Largo
gaits. Preference in this class is given to spirit, carriage and
good disposition with a comfortable gait
of moderate collection.

PERFORMANCE DIVISION
Any class that has “Perforamnce” in the name is part of the
Performance Division. In this division exhibitors are expected
to show their horse in the Walk, Paso Corto, and Paso Largo
gaits. In this division horses are expected to display more
collection, brilliance, and ‘style’ as compared to the Pleasure
Division.

FINO DIVISION
Any class that has “Fino” in the name is part of the Fino
Division. In this division exhibitors are expected to show their
horse in the Fino gait at all times. Horses are judged on the
symmetry, collection, and consistency of the Fino gait.

DIAGONAL DIVISIONS
Trocha, Trote y Galope, and Trocha y Galope – these three
divisions are the only divisions in which you will not see Paso
Fino horses. The horses in these classes are referred to as
“Paso horses” but are not classified as Paso Finos as they
do not perform the same 4 beat lateral even gait of Paso
Finos. These horses instead display a natural 4 beat
diagonal gait. These horses are extremely popular in
Colombia and are gaining popularity in the US.
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Interested in riding a
Paso Fino?
Visit Piedmontpfha.org/farm-directory to view a
full list of Piedmont PFHA farms near you. You will
also find a list of our local Piedmont sponsor farms
on the back of this booklet.

Sponsor a Class!
Class Sponsors
receive an Asheville
Alive tote bag!

VISIT THE SHOW OFFICE TO SIGN UP!

Ready to ride a
Paso Fino?
Check out one of our local Sponsor farms!

Cedar Lane Stables
Shaw & Brandy Laney
Enoree, SC
864-706-8030 cell
864-969-4929 office
cedarlane@prtcnet.com
clspasofino.com

Rio Nuevo Paso Finos
David & Mindy Ashley
Fleetwood, NC
828-443-4610
mindyhashley@gmail.com
facebook.com/mindyhashley/

De Los Mejores Ranch
Vickie McQuinn
Johnny Lanier
Kershaw, SC
803-475-1136
delosmejorespasofinoranch.com

